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MDMA Treatment For Ailing Patient
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The Australian state of Victoria faces a seminal lawsuit that seeks to make MDMA
available for severe mental illness.

Attempting to secure permission to treat a gravely ill patient using MDMA (universally
known as the street drug ecstasy), psychiatrist Dr. Eli Kotler initiated legal action against
the Victorian Department of Health after his application for treatment was denied.

Stefan Tulloch, acting chief officer of medicines and poisons regulation at the Department
of Health, told Dr. Kotler in a letter that was released by ABC Australia, that "There is
insufficient data to establish the safety and efficacy … with regards to safe use of a
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Schedule 9 poison in clinical practice."

In Australia, Schedule 9 drugs and poisons are considered substances and
preparations that may be legally used only for research purposes. The sale, distribution,
use and manufacture of such substances without a permit is strictly prohibited by law.

The case in Australia comes at a time when clinical trials employing therapies using
MDMA-assisted therapy—specifically to treat severe post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD)—are seeing remarkably successful outcomes in the U.S., Canada and Israel.

Funded by the Multidisciplinary Association for Psychedelic Studies (MAPS) and
conducted by the Food and Drug Administration, trials are currently in Phase III
(https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/20/08/17015922/maps-and-the-road-
to-fda-approval-for-mdma) and demonstrating that two months after the trial, 67% of the
MDMA-assisted group no longer suffers from PTSD. In fact, results are so positive that the
FDA granted treatments
(https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/20/05/16096339/mdma-assisted-
therapy-for-ptsd-likely-to-get-fda-approval-by-2022) “breakthrough therapy status,” a
designation given only when preliminary clinical evidence indicates that a drug may
demonstrate substantial improvement over available therapies.

Dr. Kotler Goes To Court

"The patient is quite unwell and has a range of mental health issues where it's believed
that MDMA would be safe and efficacious to use therapeutically," Kotler’s attorney Greg
Barns explained to the court, adding that his team would be welcoming experts from
California and the UK to make their case in favor of using MDMA to treat mental trauma.

Over the course of the past year, the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA), the body
that regulates medications in Australia, has been weighing the downgrading of MDMA and
making it a controlled drug. Being placed in the Schedule 8 controlled drugs category,
which includes hydrocodone, ketamine and codeine, would allow MDMA to be used for
medical treatment under strict conditions. A decision on that matter is projected for early
2022.

Dr. Kotler’s case has likewise been adjourned until next year, which could coincide with a
change in scheduling for MDMA by the TGA.

For the latest in financial news, exclusive stories, memes follow Benzinga on Twitter
(https://twitter.com/benzinga), Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/Benzinga/) &
Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/benzinga/). For the best interviews, stock market
talk & videos, subscribe to Benzinga Podcasts (https://www.benzinga.com/podcasts) and
our YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/benzinga).

© 2021 Benzinga.com. Benzinga does not provide investment advice. All rights reserved.

Posted-In: Cannabis (https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/123430)

News (https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/57)

Psychology (https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/37760)

FDA (https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/59) Markets (https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/2)

General (https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/18467)

Related Articles

Parents Are Very Open To Ketamine Therapy For Kids, Study Finds
This article was originally published on Psychedelic Spotlight and appears here with

permission. “As parents maintain decision-making capacity of their child’s medical…

(https://www.benzinga.com/node/23964929)

Connecticut O�cials Warn Of Fentanyl-Laced Marijuana
Less than �ve months after recreational use of marijuana was legalized in

Connecticut, the state Department of Public Health reported its concern about a…

(https://www.benzinga.com/node/24205759)

Sen. Elizabeth Warren Calls On Pres. Biden To Free Pot Prisoners, Cancel
Student Debt: Is He Listening?

Benzinga is Hiring
We’re an experienced team that is looking for a smar

Never miss out on the breaking news in the Cannab

APPLY (HTTPS://WWW.BENZINGA.COM/GO/

(https://www.benzinga.com/markets/c

a-better-1-year-return-than-tesla-appl

(https://www.benzinga.com/markets/c

awarded-6-1m-in-cbd-lawsuit?itm_sou

(https://www.benzinga.com/markets/c

growth-hexo-decibel-uscc-pelorus-equ

(https://www.benzinga.com/markets/c

health-providers-including-blue-cross-

(https://www.benzinga.com/markets/c

of-record-to-attend-virtual-annual-mee

(https://www.benzinga.com/news/21/1

giants-reach-grows-where-is-this-head

(https://www.benzinga.com/general/h

hallucinogenic-psychedelic-compound

(https://www.benzinga.com/general/b

company-says-it-delivers-drugs-exactly

(https://www.benzinga.com/markets/e

industry-important-for-quality-of-life-is

(https://www.benzinga.com/markets/c

bitcoin-mining-company-says-its-comm

SIGN UP FOR OUR SECRET CANNABIS NEW

Top Cannabis Stories

Sponsored Content

TRADER QUIZ: Find out
what trading strategy is
best for you!

https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/20/08/17015922/maps-and-the-road-to-fda-approval-for-mdma
https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/20/05/16096339/mdma-assisted-therapy-for-ptsd-likely-to-get-fda-approval-by-2022
https://twitter.com/benzinga
https://www.facebook.com/Benzinga/
https://www.instagram.com/benzinga/
https://www.benzinga.com/podcasts
https://www.youtube.com/benzinga
https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/123430
https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/57
https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/37760
https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/59
https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/2
https://www.benzinga.com/taxonomy/term/18467
https://www.benzinga.com/node/23964929
https://www.benzinga.com/node/24205759
https://www.benzinga.com/node/24201622
https://www.benzinga.com/go/benzinga-jobs/
https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/21/11/24191155/this-marijuana-penny-stock-had-a-better-1-year-return-than-tesla-apple-facebook-and-amazon?itm_source=parsely-api
https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/21/10/23218634/clint-eastwood-awarded-6-1m-in-cbd-lawsuit?itm_source=parsely-api
https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/21/11/24199882/cannabis-movers-shakers-canopy-growth-hexo-decibel-uscc-pelorus-equity-group-psycheceutical?itm_source=parsely-api
https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/21/11/24171403/psychedelic-medicine-major-health-providers-including-blue-cross-now-cover-ketamine-treatments?itm_source=parsely-api
https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cannabis/21/11/24122913/tilray-invites-all-stockholders-of-record-to-attend-virtual-annual-meeting-on-nov-22?itm_source=parsely-api
https://www.benzinga.com/news/21/11/24095307/meta-stasis-tech-giants-reach-grows-where-is-this-headed
https://www.benzinga.com/general/health-care/21/11/24085864/exclusive-can-non-hallucinogenic-psychedelic-compounds-treat-mental-health-conditions-this-co
https://www.benzinga.com/general/biotech/21/11/24085338/on-target-this-company-says-it-delivers-drugs-exactly-how-you-need-them
https://www.benzinga.com/markets/emerging-markets/21/11/24085260/this-industry-important-for-quality-of-life-is-big-business
https://www.benzinga.com/markets/cryptocurrency/21/11/24086875/this-bitcoin-mining-company-says-its-committed-to-sustainability


Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass) called on President Joe Biden once again to legalize
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(https://www.benzinga.com/reach)

Advertise With Us
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