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GOP Utah Lawmaker Files Bill To Require
Task Force Study Into Psychedelic Therapy
For Mental Health

POLITICS
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By Kyle Jaeger 







A Republican Utah lawmaker introduced a bill on Tuesday that would set up a task force to
study and make recommendations on the therapeutic potential of psychedelic drugs and
possible regulations for their lawful use.

Rep. Brady Brammer (R) �led the legislation. While there’s nothing in the text of the proposal
that explicitly references psychedelics, it’s strongly implied—and Brammer separately talked
in an interview about the measure as a tool to explore the use of substances like psilocybin.

The bill would create a Mental Illness Psychotherapy Drug Task Force that would be required
to “study and make recommendations on drugs that may assist in treating mental illness.” The
psychotherapy drugs that the panel would consider are de�ned as controlled substances that
are “not currently available for legal use” and “may be able to treat, manage, or alleviate
symptoms from mental illness.”

This is the latest example of psychedelics reform reaching state legislatures, including those
that are traditionally conservative, as the local decriminalization movement continues to
spread and more people are made aware of research into the therapeutic potential of these
substances.
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Brammer’s bill outlines who would be appointed to the task force, including a psychiatrist,
psychologist, Utah Medical Association representative, a researcher, a person with a civil
liberties organization, a patient with experience with psychotherapy drugs and more.

“The task force shall provide evidence-based recommendations on any psychotherapy drug
that the task force determines may enhance psychotherapy when treating a mental illness,”
the text of the measure states.

— 
Marijuana Moment is already tracking more than 1,000 cannabis, psychedelics and
drug policy bills in state legislatures and Congress this year. Patreon supporters
pledging at least $25/month get access to our interactive maps, charts and hearing
calendar so they don’t miss any developments. 

Learn more about our marijuana bill tracker and become a supporter on Patreon to get
access. 
—

Recommendations should touch on the types of symptoms that a given drug may treat, dosage
and administration, training and licensing, how to obtain the substance, safety requirements,
data tracking and “proposed regulations the Legislature should consider if the psychotherapy
drug is made legal for treating mental illness.”

The task force would need to submit a report with its recommendations to the Health and
Human Services Interim Committee by October 31.

“We need effective tools to treat mental illness,” Brammer told KSL. “If psychedelics can be
helpful and safely administered, we need them in our toolbox.”

“Utah has some of the �nest researchers in the areas of psychiatry and neurosciences at
Huntsman Mental Health Institute,” he said. “This bill seeks to leverage that expertise, along
with other experts grappling with mental illness, to review the research results, and if
appropriate, make recommendations on how to safely administer these therapeutics under the
care of quali�ed physicians.”

Amid a mental health and drug overdose crisis, more lawmakers are expressing interest in
taking a new approach to treatment that might involve psychedelics. Others are more
generally interested in decriminalizing or legalizing the substances.

On Tuesday, for example, bipartisan congressional lawmakers sent a letter to the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA), urging that the agency allow terminally ill patients to use
psilocybin as an investigational treatment without the fear of federal prosecution.

Virginia legislators introduced bills last week to decriminalize the possession of psychedelics.

A Kansas lawmaker also recently �led a bill to legalize the low-level possession and cultivation
of psilocybin mushrooms.

In Missouri, a Republican lawmaker has introduced a bill to give residents with serious
illnesses legal access to a range of psychedelic drugs like psilocybin, ibogaine and LSD
 through an expanded version of the state’s existing right-to-try law.
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California Sen. Scott Wiener (D) told Marijuana Moment in a recent interview that his bill
to legalize psychedelics possession stands a 50/50 chance of reaching the governor’s desk this
year. It already cleared the full Senate and two Assembly committees during the �rst half of
the two-year session.

In Michigan, a pair of state senators introduced a bill in September to legalize the possession,
cultivation and delivery of various plant- and fungi-derived psychedelics like psilocybin and
mescaline.

Washington State lawmakers also introduced legislation this month that would legalize what
the bill calls “supported psilocybin experiences” by adults 21 and older.

In Vermont, a broad coalition of lawmakers representing nearly a third of the House
introduced a bill to decriminalize drug possession.

New Hampshire lawmakers �led measures to decriminalize psilocybin and all drugs.

Last year, the governor of Connecticut signed legislation that includes language requiring the
state to carry out a study into the therapeutic potential of psilocybin mushrooms.

Similar legislation was also enacted in the Texas legislature, requiring the state to study the
medical risks and bene�ts of psilocybin, MDMA and ketamine for military veterans in
partnership with Baylor College of Medicine and a military-focused medical center.

Voters in Oregon approved 2020 ballot measures to decriminalize all drugs and legalize
psilocybin therapy.

Bipartisan Congressional Lawmakers Tell DEA To Allow
Psilocybin Treatment For Terminal Patients

Bipartisan members of Congress sent a letter on Tuesday requesting that the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) allow terminally ill patients to use psilocybin as an

investigational treatment without the fear of federal prosecution. Rep. Earl Blumenauer
(D-OR) started circulating a Dear Colleague letter to build support for the request last
month. Now signed by a … Continue reading
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Kyle Jaeger is Marijuana Moment's Sacramento-based senior editor. His work has also appeared in High Times,
VICE and attn.
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Bipartisan Pennsylvania Senators File Bill To
Let Medical Marijuana Patients Grow Their
Own Plants

POLITICS

Published 4 hours ago on January 21, 2022
By Kyle Jaeger 

A bipartisan group of Pennsylvania senators introduced a bill on Thursday that would allow
medical marijuana patients to cultivate their own plants for personal use.

Sens. Dan Laughlin (R) and Sharif Street (D) �rst announced their intent to �le the legislation
in November, arguing that it is a necessary reform to ensure patient access by giving people a
less costly alternative to buying from dispensaries.

Registered patients who are 21 and older, and who have been residents of the state for at least
30 days, could grow up to six plants in an “enclosed and locked space” at their residence,
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according to the text of the bill. They would be allowed to buy cannabis seeds from licensed
dispensaries

Senator Dan Laughlin
@senatorlaughlin CONTINUE READING

Minnesota Democratic Leaders Preview
Marijuana Legalization Plan For 2022

POLITICS

Published 5 hours ago on January 21, 2022
By Kyle Jaeger 

Minnesota Democratic leaders are preparing for another push to legalize marijuana this
session, with the sponsor of the House-passed reform bill saying he will be reworking the
legislation in an effort to build further support—though it continues to face an uphill climb in
the GOP-controlled Senate.

House Majority Leader Ryan Winkler (D) and Senate Minority Leader Melisa Franzen (D)
discussed the legislative strategy during a roundtable event hosted by the Minnesota Hemp
Growers Cooperative on Wednesday.

Winkler said that his bill, which moved through 12 committees before being approved on the
House �oor last year, is the “product of hundreds of hours of work involving thousands of
people’s input, countless hearings and public listening sessions—but it is not a perfect bill.”

RAMP Minnesota
@ramp_mn CONTINUE READING

Nebraska Activists Say New GOP Medical
Marijuana Bill Is A ‘Poison Pill’ Meant To
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Detract From Ballot Efforts
Published 5 hours ago on January 21, 2022
By Kyle Jaeger 

A Republican Nebraska senator introduced a bill on Thursday that ostensibly seeks to legalize
medical marijuana in the state—but activists have raised concerns that the restrictive measure
may be an attempt to subvert an effort to pass even broader patient protections on the 2022
ballot.

Sen. Mike Groene (R) �led the legislation, which would allow certain patients to buy and
possess cannabis oils, pills and up to two and a half ounces of �ower at a limited number of
dispensaries. Smoking or inhaling marijuana would be banned, however, as would making
edibles—so it’s not clear how patients would consume the �ower they could possess.

But the main problem is, the bill would maintain that cultivating marijuana in Nebraska for
commercial or personal use is illegal, meaning dispensaries wouldn’t even have a legal means
of obtaining cannabis products for patients.

The bill is also severely restrictive in terms of who would qualify for cannabis. It would only
permit access to people with stage IV cancer uncontrolled seizures severe muscle spasms
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