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Italian Officials Certify Signatures For
National Marijuana And Psilocybin
Referendum
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Italian officials certified on Wednesday that activists collected enough signatures to place a
marijuana legalization referendum on the country’s ballot this spring—though there’s still one
more procedural step before the measure will officially be on its way to voters.

About three months after advocates turned in about 630,000 signatures for the measure—
which would also legalize personal cultivation of other psychoactive plants and fungi like
psilocybin mushrooms—the Supreme Court of Cassation informed the campaign that it had
validated them.

Now that the signatures are confirmed, the referendum will go to the separate Constitutional
Court, which will determine the legality of the proposal’s provisions. That opinion will be
issued on February 15, and if deemed legal, the government will set a date for the vote.

“While we wait for the final ok…we’re starting to organize a national mobilization to inform
all citizens that cannabis is better legal,” the campaign said in a Facebook post about
Wednesday’s court announcement on the signatures.
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The Constitutional Court will now look into whether the measure would conflict with the
Constitution, the country’s fiscal system or international treaties to which Italy is a party.
Advocates are confident that they limited the scope of the proposed reform enough to meet
the legal standard.

If the courts allow the referendum to move forward, voters are expected to be given the chance
to decide on the policy change sometime between April 15 and June 15.

The referendum is fairly unique compared to U.S. ballot initiatives that have been enacted.
The Italian proposal would fully end the criminalization of growing of cannabis but it would
maintain a current decriminalized fine on possessing and using it.

Under the proposal, drug processing would also remain criminalized. And that means things
like hashish would continue to be prohibited because it takes a degree of manufacturing to
create the product. There would also be no system of legal and regulated cannabis sales.

Activists initially faced a September 30 deadline to turn in signatures to make next year’s
referendum, but complications related to the processing of signatures at the local level led to
an extension being granted.

Part of the reason activists were able to gather so many signatures so quickly is a policy
change that allowed them to collect signatures online instead of in person only.

“We believe that the fact that we were able to collect over 500,000 signatures online in a week
will be taken into consideration as a strong request to change an unreasonable set of
prohibitions from our books,” Marco Perduca, president of the referendum committee, told
Marijuana Moment.

He added that the Court of Cassation signature validation “marks a historic event” in Italian
history.

Should the referendum make the ballot, a simple majority vote will be required to have it
enacted.

Separately, Italy’s House Justice Committee advanced a separate reform last year that would
decriminalize small-scale home cultivation of marijuana for personal use.

Italy missed out on being the first European country to legalize cannabis after the smallest EU
member, Malta, enacted the reform last month.

The new coalition government of Germany has also recently unveiled some initial details
about its marijuana legalization plan, even if the reform is taking a back seat to efforts to
tackle the coronavirus pandemic.

In Luxembourg, the ministers of justice and homeland security last year unveiled a
legalization proposal, which will still require a vote in the Parliament but is expected to pass.
For now, the country is focusing on legalization within a home setting. Parliament is expected
to vote on the proposal in early 2022, and the ruling parties are friendly to the reform.

Polls Funded By Marijuana Prohibitionist Group Show
Big Support For Legalization Policies It Lobbies
Against

A set of new national and state surveys funded by the prohibitionist group Smart
Approaches to Marijuana (SAM) found that a large majority of Americans think

cannabis should be legal for either medical or recreational purposes. That’s not how
SAM is presenting the findings of the Emerson College polls, though. The group is
attempting to … Continue reading
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The National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) is renewing its push to promote federally funded
research into marijuana as more states enact reform—specifically expressing interest in
studies on differing cannabis regulatory models that are in place across the country.

In a notice of interest published on Friday, the agency outlined the types of study proposals it
hopes to fund and gave instructions to researchers on how to apply. NIDA said the guidance is
informed by recommendations from a workgroup it set up to explore the issue in 2018.

The study solicitation is nearly identical to one NIDA put out in 2019, but that earlier notice
expired last month. Evidently the agency is committed to seeing these research objectives
through and has renewed them with the new filing.

NIDA’s notice is meant to “encourage grant applications on the effects of changing cannabis
laws and policies in the US and globally on public health,” it said.

“Policies around of cannabis products (including whole plant cannabis and cannabis
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“Just putting this information together and putting it into the form that is useful is an
extraordinarily large task.”

By Faith Miller, Colorado Newsline

Researchers have made “a great deal of progress” on reviewing available evidence of high-
potency marijuana products’ health effects, the dean of the Colorado School of Public Health
told state lawmakers Friday.

The scientific review is required under 2021 legislation, House Bill 21-1317, that sought
to address concerns from parents about potential harms of edibles, wax, oil and other
products that contain concentrated THC, the psychoactive molecule in marijuana.

To conduct its review, a team at the School of Public Health is first compiling data from
existing evidence-based research into the effects of high-potency pot products. The team’s
initial report is due July 1. HB-1317 provided $1 million per year for three years for the School
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Even as states have adopted less punitive drug policies—with an emphasis on treatment over
incarceration—police have continued to arrest people for illegal substances at a steady rate, a
new analysis from the Pew Charitable Trust found.

The report details several interesting trends in drug policy and enforcement that developed
from 2009 to 2019. Researchers identified “divergent enforcement trends—high rates of arrest
but substantially reduced incarceration—coupled with a lack of treatment options and high
mortality rates among people with illicit drug dependence.”

There are a few data points that advocates are encouraged by: lower rates of incarceration,
fewer arrests over cannabis as more states have adopted legalization laws and reduced racial
disparities in drug enforcement overall, for example.

But while local, state and federal policies have shifted over past couple decades—and more
prosecutors being encouraged, or proactively taking steps, to not criminalize people over
substance related issues police evidently aren’t getting the message

CONTINUE READING
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