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Oklahoma House Passes Psilocybin
Decriminalization And Research Bill,
Sending It To Senate
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The Oklahoma House of Representatives on Monday approved a bill to decriminalize low-level
possession of psilocybin and promote research into the therapeutic potential of the
psychedelic, sending it to the Senate.

The legislation, sponsored by Rep. Daniel Pae (R), cleared the chamber in a 62-30 vote. This
comes one month after the measure advanced through the House Public Health Committee.

The bill is one of two GOP-led psilocybin reform measures that were filed in the Oklahoma
House in January. The other is less far-reaching in that it doesn’t contain a decriminalization
provision and is more targeted in its research guidelines.

A move to enact an emergency clause to make Pae’s legislation effective immediately came
two votes shy of passing on the House floor, however. It will now take effect within 180 days of
enactment if the Senate follows suit and the bill is signed by the governor.
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The 26-year-old lawmaker’s proposal would make it so possession of up to one and a half
ounces of psilocybin would be punishable by a $400 fine. There was an amendment adopted on
the floor, but it was technical in nature and meant to simply “clean up language” at the
request of state health officials, Rep. Logan Phillips (R), the sponsor of the separate psilocybin
research bill who has been working with Pae on the complementary legislation, said on the
floor.

To streamline studies into the substance, Pae’s measure would explicitly authorize research
institutes to obtain psilocybin and use it for investigations into treatment efficacy for ten
different conditions, including post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), severe depression and
opioid use disorder.

“HB3414 is a chance for Oklahoma to do something about the number of suicides among our
veterans and others with mental health issues not helped by other treatments,” Chris Moe, an
advocate who has worked to build support for the bill at the Capitol, told Marijuana Moment.

“It’s great to see it pass the state House, as they learn about the ways this can help their
constituents,” he said. “I look forward to helping educate the state Senate and work towards
getting this to the governor’s desk. This is a chance for Oklahoma to help lead the nation in
mental health treatment.”

Eligible research institutes would need to obtain a license for the state Department of Health
“for the purposes of growing, studying, processing, and/or dispensing psilocybin containing
fungi or other naturally occurring source organisms, or studying, extracting, synthesizing,
and/or dispensing psilocybin or psilocin,” according to the bill text.

People participating in psilocybin clinical trials would need to receive a written certification.
Those conducting studies without a license, participating in a trial without a certification or
otherwise acting out of compliance with the bill by possessing psilocybin outside of the
confines of research would face a maximum $400 fine without the threat of jail time.

The other Oklahoma psychedelics research bill from Phillips has not yet received a committee
hearing. While the lawmaker’s measure is more dialed back compared to Pae’s by excluding
the decriminalization provision, Phillips told Marijuana Moment in an earlier interview that
he does support the policy change.

He also said that he feels both measures “have an extremely good chance of being enacted” in
the conservative legislature, noting that a bill passed in Texas last year that requires the state
to carry out studies on psychedelics for veterans.

Under Phillips’s proposal, universities and research institutes would be authorized through a
statewide investigational new drug program to carry out studies into the therapeutic potential
of psilocybin for veterans of the military and Oklahoma National Guard who suffer from
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“major depressive disorder, severe depression, or any other form of depression or anxiety that
is not adequately treated by traditional medical therapies.”

The studies would still need to be approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) and Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA).

If the studies that are facilitated through his or Pae’s bill and show therapeutic value for
psilocybin, Phillips said that he could “absolutely” see an opportunity to expand on the reform
by establishing a medical program for the psychedelic in Oklahoma similar to what Oregon
voters approved in 2020, which is actively being implemented.

This latest House vote in Oklahoma is just the latest example of state lawmakers following the
tide of local decriminalization efforts that have played out across the country.

For example, Rhode Island lawmakers introduced a pair of drug decriminalization bills last
week—including one focused on psilocybin and buprenorphine that would authorize doctors
to prescribe the psychedelic mushroom.

Also last week, a Missouri Republican lawmaker filed a bill that would legalize a wide range of
psychedelics for therapeutic use at designated care facilities while further decriminalizing
low-level possession in general.

Last month, Utah lawmakers sent a bill to the governor that would create a task force to study
and make recommendations on the therapeutic potential of psychedelic drugs and possible
regulations for their lawful use.

Also last month, a second Hawaii Senate committee approved a bill to set up a state working
group to study the therapeutic benefits of psilocybin mushrooms and develop a “long-term”
plan to ensure that the psychedelic is accessible for medical use for adults 21 and older.

An Oregon Senate committee also recently advanced a bill to ensure that equity is built into
the state’s historic therapeutic psilocybin program that’s actively being implemented
following voter approval in 2020.

A group of Maryland senators recently filed a bill that would create a state fund that could be
used to provide free access to psychedelics like psilocybin, MDMA and ketamine for military
veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), while also supporting research
into their therapeutic potential.

A bill to decriminalize a wide array of psychedelics in Virginia was taken up by a House of
Delegates panel in January, only to be pushed off until 2023. A separate Senate proposal to
decriminalize psilocybin alone was later defeated in a key committee.

California Sen. Scott Wiener (D) told Marijuana Moment in a recent interview that his bill
to legalize psychedelics possession stands a 50/50 chance of reaching the governor’s desk this
year. It already cleared the full Senate and two Assembly committees during the first half of
the two-year session.

Washington State lawmakers also introduced legislation in January that would legalize what
the bill calls “supported psilocybin experiences” by adults 21 and older.

New Hampshire lawmakers filed measures to decriminalize psilocybin and all drugs.

Last year, the governor of Connecticut signed legislation that includes language requiring the
state to carry out a study into the therapeutic potential of psilocybin mushrooms.

Similar legislation was also enacted by the Texas legislature, requiring the state to study the
medical risks and benefits of psilocybin, MDMA and ketamine for military veterans in
partnership with Baylor College of Medicine and a military-focused medical center.

Colorado officials last week approved the language of two more psychedelics reform
initiatives from the same campaign that already passed that procedural step for two separate
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measures it submitted late last year. A competing campaign filed a different psychedelics
legalization last month.

Michigan activists filed a statewide ballot initiative last month that would legalize possessing,
cultivating and sharing psychedelics and set up a system for their therapeutic and spiritual
use.

A pair of Michigan senators also introduced a bill in September to legalize the possession,
cultivation and delivery of an array of plant- and fungi-derived psychedelics like psilocybin
and mescaline.

At the congressional level, bipartisan lawmakers sent a letter to the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) last month, urging that the agency allow terminally ill patients to use
psilocybin as an investigational treatment without the fear of federal prosecution.
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Congressional Democrats Elevate Marijuana
Equity Issues At Retreat Panel Focused On
Legalization

POLITICS

Published 2 hours ago on March 11, 2022
By Kyle Jaeger 

Democratic congressional lawmakers convened for a policy retreat in Philadelphia on
Thursday that featured a panel on advancing marijuana reform with a focus on promoting
equity, multiple sources familiar with the closed-to-press session told Marijuana Moment.

Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA) moderated the cannabis panel, which largely centered on the need to
ensure that those most impacted by prohibition can benefit from federal legalization. The
Marijuana Opportunity, Reinvestment and Expungement (MORE) Act, sponsored by House
Judiciary Chairman Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), was specifically discussed as advocates push for a
floor vote on the proposal this month.

A Democratic congressional staffer familiar with the panel told Marijuana Moment that “the
congresswoman’s feeling is still that racial justice and restorative justice needs to be at the
centerpiece of any cannabis legislation that we put forward,” referring to Lee.

Notably, the event took place the day after the Democratic-controlled House approved a large-
scale spending bill that continues a long standing appropriations rider blocking Washington
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Washington State Legislature Approves
$200,000 In Psilocybin Research Funding In
Budget

Published 6 hours ago on March 11, 2022
By Kyle Jaeger 

The Washington State legislature on Thursday sent a budget bill to the governor’s desk that
includes a proposal to direct $200,000 in funding to support a new workgroup to study the
possibility of legalizing psilocybin services in the state, including the idea of using current
marijuana regulatory systems to track psychedelic mushrooms.

If the legislation is signed by Gov. Jay Inslee (D), the Psilocybin Wellness Workgroup will be
charged with developing a “report on psilocybin services wellness and opportunities in
consultation with stakeholders,” the relatively short section of the 864-page budget proposal
for Fiscal Year 2023 states.

Much of the focus of the psilocybin section focuses on analysis and possible improvements to
a stalled Senate bill that would have legalized so-called “supported psilocybin experiences” by
adults 21 and older. That legislation would have allowed individuals to consume products
containing psilocybin and psilocin under the support of a trained and state-licensed
psilocybin service administrator. CONTINUE READING
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New Orleans is the latest city to take a step toward ending drug testing for marijuana as a
condition of employment, with the City Council approving a resolution on Thursday
recommending a policy change.

The resolution, sponsored by Council President Helena Moreno (D), requests that the Civil
Service Commission to “evaluate and amend its rules and regulations to eliminate cannabis
testing as a pre-employment screening requirement and as a basis for termination in the
absence of clear evidence of impairment or intoxication.”
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